SCENE v.J              BOTHWELL                      383

A day sufficient for that weight of cause

Which he shall have to keep it; and if hence

Your lordships at this present shall proceed.

Here I protest that if the assize to-day,

By their twelve persons that upon this charge

Shall enter now on panel, speak him clear

Who stands accused for murder of the king,

It shall be wilful error in men's eyes

And not abuse of ignorance, by this cause

That all men know him for murderer ; and hereto

Upon this protestation I require

Of your high court a document to stand

And set my lord's right here on register

And those men's wrong who put it by to-day.

Argyle.    This is some reason if the ground be good
Whereon his protest is built up, to excuse
Default of witness by defect of time;
But here that ground is shaken, that we find,
By letters of his own writ to the queen,
My lord of Lennox earnest to bring on
W7ith forward expedition as of fire
This cause for trial, and by all pleas intent
To enforce this court make haste, and being convoked
Despatch with breathless justice and short stay
The work wherein he seems to accuse us now
For too much heat to move too fast, and mar
The perfect end of trial with force of speed,
Preventing him of witness.    Wherefore then
Was his own will so keen, his plaint so loud,
So strong his protestation, to procure